








Veteran advertising photographer Jem Grischotti trains
his lens on the burgeoning burlesque scene in Edinburgh
and London – and its star performer Missy Malone

With a philosophy that “the bigger the production, the more fun it is”,

photographer Jem Grischotti has more in common with the burlesque

performers he photographs than perhaps is at first apparent. 

With a career stretching back 25 years, the jobbing advertising snapper

says enthusiasm for his craft has been revitalised by a desire to capture

the cheekily erotic cabaret-style routines that are setting clubs alight

both in London and Edinburgh, the native city of his latest subject,

diminutive bombshell Missy Malone.

“Absolutely beautiful,” he admits, though it’s hard to know whether he’s referring to the Olympus E-400 DSLR

on the tripod before him, equipped with an incredibly sharp Zuiko Digital ED 35-100mm 1:2.0 telephoto lens

(70-200mm equiv. in 35mm terms), or the performer herself.

As Malone slips from one revealing costume into the next, a blur of basques and fishnet tights, Grischotti

periodically fires the shutter, committing another retina-searing RAW file to flash memory.

“It’s the lens that is the most important aspect of any capture,” he confirms. “And the

Zuiko Digital lenses are absolutely brilliant; the Four Thirds optical range is effectively

double the focal range of a film camera.”

The burlesque performer is being photographed in 18 different poses that will be

later composited together in Photoshop to produce a revealing whole that will

form the basis of a travel themed promotion for Olympus’ amazing 18x zoom

SP-550UZ, asking photographers to showcase various cities and what they

mean to them. Thus it’s important that each pose is policed and consistency is

maintained – something at which the E-400 excels.

Though he started off shooting still life, it’s very much in evidence 

that shooting people is now how Grischotti gets his kicks, and Olympus is

fuelling his habit.

If you’d like to travel to and explore the latest, hippest burlesque clubs in

the UK, visit www.ministryofburlesque.com

To find out more about the shoot and Olympus’ 18x zoom 

SP-550UZ, direct your browser to www.burlesque18.co.uk
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